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MEDIA RELEASE
UM NOMINATES FRY AND MERCER 
FOR $20,000 TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP
MISSOULA—
dwyer/vsl
11/28/83
local + hometowns
Rebecca R. Fry, Lewistown, and William W. Mercer, Billings, are the 
University of Montana nominees for the $20,000 Truman Scholarship for Montana.
The scholarship, which was established by Congress, provides $5,000 a 
year for four years, including two years of graduate study. It is given annually 
on the basis of scholarship, leadership potential and commitment to a career 
in government to a student in each state who will enter the junior year in college 
the following autumn. About 50 at-large winners are named in addition to the 
states' designees.
The UM nominees were chosen from campus applicants by a three-member faculty 
committee headed by James Lopach, chairman of the political science department 
and UM Truman Scholarship representative.
Fry and Mercer will compete with other Montana residents nominated by 
their colleges throughout the country. Five Montanans will be selected for 
evaluation in Seattle in February by the regional board that will name the state’s 
Truman Scholar.
Fry, a 1982 graduate of Fergus High School, is in the -UM Honors Program and
<
is studying political science and economics. She is president of Phi Eta Sigma 
scholastic honorary, a member of UM Advocates and active in student government.
In 1981-82 she was an American Field Service exchange student in Bangkok, Thailand,
(over)
UM nominates--add one
and now serves as AFS alumni representative. Her parents are Mr. and Mrs.
William D. Fry, Lewistown.
Mercer, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Wallace W. Mercer, Billings, is a 1982 
graduate of Billings West High School At UM he majors in pre-law, economics 
and political science. He is chairman of the Legislative Committee of the 
Associated Students of the University, president of Alpha Lambda Delta scholastic 
honorary and vice president of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity. He was the 
recipient of the $2,000 Van Bremer Trust Fund Scholarship.
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